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A PREFACE FROM THE PUBLISHER

I studied, as a mature student, under Lawrence Don-Elysyn, having had previous school
and a technical career experience. Having listened to a great many lecturers, I can be
honest in my opinions. I was first attracted to taking classes at a very small local bible
college because of his particular educational background.

Lawrence has knowledge of the Bible that is not found in books. He applies to his
studies his personal passion for historical accuracy. His enthusiasm brings his audience
into the drama of the situation. Lawrence’s use of the written word and sense of humor
will no doubt draw you the reader in also.

His personal background and working knowledge of Greek and Hebrew supplies a
perspective that is simply missing in the English versions of the Bible that we rely on.

I would like to say that, in the relatively short time that I have known him, we have
become friends. Our conversations are in depth and enriching. He has encouraged me to
apply my science background to the production of science-related texts dealing with the
reality of God’s existence.

I encourage you to consider this commentary, based on his own notes dealing with the
Gospel of Mark.

John Lounsberry
Pastor in waiting
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A Personal Preface

Allow me to begin by admitting something that most Bible teachers would probably like
to keep secret: I grew up in a home without the Bible. Throughout my entire childhood,
not a page of Scripture would be found anywhere in the small apartment I shared with my
Mother and Father in North End Montreal. My parents were hard working and moral
people. Not a Sunday would go by when we were not in church. My Dad, especially, was
a strict temperance man and had very high sexual standards. (He considered even Greta
Garbo to be lewd.) However, they were working-class people with limited formal
education and left the Bible and other such matters up to priests and ministers.
But, I was different. I was curious…about many things, including the Bible. Our church
had prayer books with Biblical quotes in them and these I read avidly. When I went to
High School, I was given a New Testament and eagerly began reading it, back to front.
(The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse seemed more interesting that the Chapter One
genealogy of Matthew.) Later, in my High School career, I asked my mother to buy me a
Bible and, though she looked at me as though I had just contracted leprosy, she did so
anyway. I treasured it and have it still some 40-odd years later.
Later on, in my life I decided to take up Biblical studies full time and went to Dallas to
study at the prestigious Dallas Theological Seminary and Graduate School of Theology
(DTS for short). At a local church in Dallas, I also met and married the woman who has
supported me for over 30 years now. And now, it is time for my second embarrassing
confession.
Men who write Bible commentaries can usually point to a long line of prestigious titles:
Pastor of this or that huge church, Professor at this or that big-name Seminary of School
of Divinity. This, however, I cannot do. I have spent over thirty years teaching high
school, preaching in small churches, teaching Sunday school classes, and writing and
editing technical manuals. Nonetheless, I have always continued to study the Word. This
particular commentary is a result of teaching the Gospel of Mark to an Adult Bible Class
at Trinity Anglican Church in Cornwall, Ontario, Canada, from the Fall of 2005 to early
summer of 2006. The class was small but very attentive and encouraging and, every
week, I tried to present them with the best quality of material I could. After I had finished
and gotten involved with John Lounsberry in the TheEdenFactor ministry, I thought it
might be good to rearrange this class material and offer it up as a commentary on the
Web.
I hope that you who use it find it both enlightening and as source of blessing. It please me
to know that, even in my retirement, I am not entirely “on the shelf” and can still minister
to those who want to know more abut God’s Word and about the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thank you.
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I: Introduction: The World of the Gospels

A. The Roman Empire
To understand not only the Gospels but also the entire New Testament, it is important to
understand the world as it then was. It was a world in some ways like our own but in
other ways, very different.
2000 years ago, the planet was not as unified as it is today but there were significant
centers of consolidation. The notable ones were the Roman Empire, the Persian Empire,
the Chinese Empire and the Meso-American Empires. Except for the Meso-American
Empires, the other Empires were known to one another.
The largest and in many ways the most significant of these was the Roman Empire. 2000
years back, it is estimated that it comprised about 1/3 of all humanity (80+million out of
approx. 250 million).

The Romans had started about 700 years earlier on the then frontier of the Italian
peninsula by gaining ascendancy in the highly competitive world of the Latium (modern
day Lazio). After displacing the Etruscans as the Lords of the Latium, they proceeded bit-
by-bit to consolidate the entire Italian peninsula. This brought them into contact with
Greek Civilization, which was thriving, in the south of Italy and in Sicily (Magna
Graecia). They adopted a good deal of Greek Civilization and eventually went on to
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conquer Greece itself.
However, Greece, back then, was only one part of several "left-over" Empires of the late-
lamented Alexander the Great. These are known as the "Hellenistic" Empires and the two
most prominent were the Seleucid and Ptolemaic Empires. The Seleucids ruled what we
would now call the Middle East (except for Egypt) and the Ptolemies ruled Egypt and
parts of North Africa. Having conquered the "Motherland" of Greece the Romans made a
grab for the Seleucid and Ptolemaic Empires as well.
Julius Caesar began to consolidate an Empire that went from Britannia to the Middle
East. His nephew Octavian, known as Augustus, made it the greatest Empire the world
had ever known.
And then came the Messiah. He was born into a world of peace, prosperity, and
repression.

i. A Time of Peace and Prosperity
This vast consolidation was highly significant to the Gospel story. It meant that

Jesus would be born into a world where war was unknown and where a person could
travel from Damascus to York without a passport.
It was a world of trade that went as far as China and of Academies staffed with brainiac
Greeks trying to reason out the nature of things.
It was a world of vast architectural enterprises, arenas that held up to 200,000 people
(average 30 to 50 thousand), viaducts that transported water over dozens of miles, and
roads that are still in use today.
It was a world where everything was up for sale, including human beings. The coin had
Caesar's image on it and Caesar was the richest of the rich. Marketplaces, Agoras,
Forums sprang up everywhere offering everything from chinaware to German ironwork
to lovely blonde Saxon slave girls.
On top of all this were courts where a strict system of law was observed.
It was indeed a New World Order and Romans believed it to be the definitive and final
world order, what all history had been evolving towards.

ii. A Time of Repression
But, here was a negative side to all this. First of all, the full privileges of this

Empire were only for citizens; secondly, the "law and order" was enforced by a vast and
brutal army; and thirdly, all this wealth was supported by a burdensome system of
taxation.
Roman Citizenship was not for everybody. First of all, it applied to natives of Rome and
of certain designated towns. Secondly, it could be bought but at a high price. Only
Roman citizens had the right to vote, to hold property, and to legally marry (for us, of
course, citizenship largely pertains to voting and running for office). Certain
communities, such as the Jews, could hold such rights within their own designated area or
within their own community but not outside it. For us who live in a country where most
people are citizens, this kind of selective citizenship is something we do not know.
The Roman Army, at that time, was the consistently most successful army the world had
ever known. It won most of its battles from Britain to the Persian border for a period of


